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S E R M O N . 


ZECHARIAII  IV,  1—7. 


And  the  angel  that  talked  with  me  came  again , and  waked 
me  as  a man  that  is  wakened  out  of  his  sleep,  and  said  unto 
me.  What  seest  thou  ? And  I said,  I have  looked  and  behold 
a candlestick  all  of  gold,  with  a bowl  upon  the  top  of  it,  and 
his  seven  lamps  thereon,  and  seven  pipes  to  the  seven  lamps, 
which  are  upon  the  top  thereof:  and  two  olive  trees  by  it,  one 
upon  the  right  side  of  the  bowl,  and  the  other  upon  the  left  side 
thereof.  So  I answered  and  spake  to  the  angel  that  talked 
with  me,  saying,  What  are  these,  my  lord  ? Then  the  angel 
that  talked  with  me  answered  and  said  unto  me,  knowest  thou 
not  what  these  be?  And  I said,  No,  my  lord.  Them  he  an- 
swered and  spake  unto  me,  saying,  This  is  the  word  of  the 
Lord  unto  Zerubbabel,  saying,  Not  by  might  nor  by  power, 
but  by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts.  Who  art  thou,  O 
great  mountain  ? Before  Zerubbabel  thou  shalt  become  a plain  ; 
and  he  shall  bring  forth  the  headstone  thereof  with  shoutings, 
crying , Grace,  grace,  unto  it. 


The  children  of  Israel  were  now  engaged  in 
building  the  second  temple.  God  had  com- 
manded his  people  to  rebuild  his  sanctuary  at 
Jerusalem.  The  Lord,  by  his  Spirit,  had  dis- 
posed the  mind  of  his  servant  Cyrus  to  issue  a 
decree  granting  permission  to  the  Jews  to  return 
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from  their  captivity  and  erect  their  holy  temple : 
and  in  various  ways  this  great  man  was  influ- 
enced to  favor  the  people  of  God  in  their  return, 
and  in  their  undertakings.  Zerubbabel  was 
now  the  king  on  the  throne,  and  Joshua  the 
high-priest  at  t lie  altar.  They  were  surrounded 
with  a band  of  noble  men,  possessing  much 
faith  and  hope  in  relation  to  the  reestablishment 
and  prosperity  of  the  church  and  nation.  The 
king,  with  his  own  hands,  had  laid  the  corner 
stone  of  the  new  temple,  while  the  aged  who 
had  seen  the  glory  of  the  former  house,  wept; 
and  the  young,  who  expected  to  see  the  erec- 
tion of  a beautiful  edifice,  rejoiced. 

The  foundation  of  the  building  was  laid,  and 
progress  to  a certain  extent  made  in  the  midst 
of  great  opposition  from  the  rulers  and  inhabit- 
ants of  the  land.  For  a considerable  time,  the 
people  of  G od  met  their  various  hindrances  and 
stratagems  with  vigor  and  perseverance;  and 
the  building  was  gradually  but  slowly  arising 
in  proportion  and  beauty.  The  enemy,  how- 
ever, by  repeated  endeavors  and  deceitful  mea- 
sures, obtained  a decree  from  the  Medo-Persian 
king,  which  retarded  for  a number  of  years  the 
progress  of  the  temple.  During  the  suspension 
of  the  work,  the  vigor  and  faith  and  hope  of  the 
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people  of  (fod  greatly  declined.  Discourage- 
ments produced  a degree  of  despondency,  and 
the  saints  became  more  concerned  to  build 
ceiled  bouses  for  themselves,  than  to  finish  the 
temple  of  the  Lord.  The  king,  the  priest,  and 
the  people  now  indulged  a wrong  spirit.  They 
concluded  that  the  time  had  not  come  to  build 
the  house  of  God ; that  an  altar  for  sacrifice 
would  answer  until  more  favorable  seasons 
should  arrive ; and  that  Providence  would  indi- 
cate the  set  period  when  they  should  renew  the 
undertaking.  Thus  they  quieted  their  minds, 
while  they  became  more  devoted  to  their  per- 
sonal interests  and  their  civil  institutions.  “They 
preferred  policy  and  private  profit  to  religion.” 
But  the  blessing  of  God  was  not  with  them: 
and  the  Lord  visited  them  with  a variety  of 
warnings,  reproofs  and  judgments.  After  the 
lapse  of  fifteen  years,  G od  sent  to  his  people  his 
messengers,  the  prophets  Haggai  and  Zechariah. 
These  prophets  came  with  reproofs,  and  calls  to 
consideration  and  repentance.  They  came  with 
commands  to  arise  and  immediately  proceed  to 
complete  the  house  of  the  Lord.  They  came 
with  messages  of  excitement,  and  promises  of 
assistance,  in  the  great  undertaking.  The  king, 
the  priest,  and  the  people  heard  the  voice  of  re- 
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proof,  of  command,  of  encouragement;  and 
they  immediately  set  forward  the  building'  with 
faith  and  hope,  with  zeal  and  unanimity.  And 
now  when  Israel  was  engaged  in  prosecuting 
the  cause  of  God,  their  old  adversaries,  in  con- 
nection with  new  enemies,  renewed  their  efforts 
and  wiles  to  interrupt,  impede  and  frustrate  the 
undertaking.  A new  king  was  now  upon  the 
Persian  throne,  who  disappointed  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  enemy,  and  ordered  even  the  adver- 
sary to  contribute  to  the  erection  of  the  house 
of  the  God  of  Israel,  which  the  great  Cyrus  had 
commanded  to  be  built  at  Jerusalem.  And 
thus  under  the  ministry  of  the  prophets  Ifaggai 
and  Zechariah  the  people  renewed  the  work, 
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progressed  in  the  undertaking,  and  laid  the  top- 
stone  of  the  second  temple  with  joy,  crying 
Grace,  grace  unto  it;  and  these  same  prophets 
were  again  sent  to  give  Israel  assurances  of 
God’s  love,  and  deliver  promises  of  great  estab- 
lishment, safety  and  prosperity  to  Zion,  and 
prophecies  touching  the  advancement  and  future 
glorv  of  the  church  to  the  end  of  time. 

I say,  Israel  was  now  engaged  in  building  the 
second  temple;  mountains  of  difficulty  arose  on 
every  side,  and  the  people  required  encourage- 
ment. Zechariah  was  God’s  principal  instru- 


ment  to  convey  vigor  and  hope  to  the  builders. 
The  Lord  employed  two  methods  to  accomplish 
this  object.  The  one  was  God’s  direct  word  of 
promise,  assuring  Israel  of  the  divine  presence 
and  blessing;  the  promise  first  operating  with 
power  upon  the  prophet’s  mind,  and  then  upon 
the  mind  of  the  governor,  and  high-priest,  and 
then  upon  the  whole  church.  The  other  was 
encouragement  given  through  symbols.  Inte- 
resting and  striking  symbols  were  presented  to 
the  prophet’s  mind  until  he  saAv  and  felt  the 
source  of  encouragement,  and  then  used  the 
symbol  and  its  instruction  to  arouse  and  inspire 
the  rulers;  and  through  them  to  encourage  and 
animate  the  whole  body.  The  subject  under 
consideration  presents  these  t\fo  methods  of 
communicating  encouragement  to  the  children 
of  Israel  amid  all  their  difficulties  while  com- 
pleting the  temple  of  the  Lord. 

The  angel,  by  whom  we  are  to  understand 
the  Great  Angel  of  the  Covenant,  the  Savior 
and  Instructor  of  the  Church,  appeared  before 
the  prophet,  and  awoke  him  as  from  sleep;  and 
prepared  his  mind  for  the  contemplation  of  an- 
other vision.  Ilis  soul  is  now  in  the  state  of 
vision;  and  his  spirit  sees  a beautiful  and  splen- 
did golden  candlestick,  with  seven  lamps,  and 
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seven  tubes  connected  with  a golden  bowl  at 
the  centre.  He  sees  two  olive  trees,  one  on 
each  side  of  the  candlestick,  pouring,  from  the 
top  branches,  oil,  through  two  golden  pipes, 
into  the  golden  bowl.  He  sees  the  lamps  burn- 
ing, the  tubes  conveying  oil,  the  howl  replen- 
ished, and  the  two  olive  trees  generating  the 
necessary  oil ; and  the  whole  emblem  appears 
like  something  brilliant,  permanent,  and  ever- 
lasting. He  sees  the  golden  candlestick  so  situ- 
ated that  it  must  burn,  and  burn  on  tor  ever  and 
ever.  And  when  the  prophet  asks  the  Revealer 
the  meaning  of  the  symbol,  the  angel  answers, 
“Not  by  might  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit, 
saith  the  Lord.”  And  with  this  symbol  of  en- 
couragement, and  word  of  encouragement,  the 
rulers  and  the  people  overcame  every  mountain 
of  difficulty,  completed  the  temple,  dedicated  it 
to  God,  and  rejoiced  in  the  almighty  power  and 
grace  of  Jehovah. 

The  golden  candlestick  represented  the  church, 
the  seven  lamps  represented  the  qualifications 
of  her  ministers  and  members  to  communicate 
light  and  holiness  in  the  world;  the  golden 
bowl  and  its  tubes  were  emblematic  of  the  Sa- 
vior’s fullness,  and  the  appointed  methods  of 
conveying  grace;  and  the  olive  trees  signified 
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the  kingly  and  priestly  offices  of  the  Redeemer, 
the  everlasting  and  inexhaustible  source  of  sup- 
ply. The  church  thus  situated  must  ever  live 
and  shine.  The  candlestick  was  placed  in  Je- 
rusalem, and  when  God  caused  the  prophet  to 
see  it  in  vision,  he  directed  him  to  say  unto 
Zerubbabel,  “Not  by  might  nor  by  power,  but 
by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord”  — as  though  God 
had  said,  you  have  seen  the  golden  candlestick 
so  situated  between  the  nourishing  olive  trees, 
that  it  must  necessarily  burn  and  shine;  and 
thus  I give  you  the  assurance  that  the  temple 
shall  be  built,  and  the  ecclesiastical  and  civil 
interests  of  Israel  be  restored  and  established 
in  prosperity,  not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but 
by  my  Spirit  — my  Spirit  influencing  the  minds 
of  men,  and  qualifying  them  to  work,  and  ani- 
mating them  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  great 
undertaking.  And  thus  it  was  the  Spirit  of 
God  that  disposed  the  mind  of  Cyrus,  and  other 
kings,  to  advance  the  erection  of  the  temple. 
It  was  the  Spirit  of  God  that  stirred  up  the  wil- 
ling-hearted to  return  to  Jerusalem,  and  the 
cities  of  Judah;  it  was  the  Spirit  of  God  that 
qualified  the  governors  and  people  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  the  sanctuary;  it  was  the  Spirit 
of  God  that  inspired  them  with  faith  and  per- 
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severance  to  surmount  every  opposition;  and  it 
was  the  Spirit  of  God  that  enabled  them  to  place 
the  top-stone  on  the  building  with  acclamations 
of  joy  and  rejoicing. 

Brethren,  there  is  another  temple  to  be  erect- 
ed; I mean  the  spiritual  house  of  God,  built  on 
the  foundation  of  the  apostles  and  prophets, 
Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the  chief  cornerstone ; 
the  house  composed  of  lively  stones  from  every 
part  of  the  world,  which  is  to  grow  up  a holy 
temple  in  the  Lord,  and  become  a habitation  of 
God  through  the  Spirit.  This  temple  is  to  be 
erected  in  this  world  of  sin,  in  the  midst  of 
formidable  oppositions.  The  kings  of  the  earth 
have  set  themselves  against  this  building.  In- 
fidelity and  false  religion  have  combined  to  re- 
tard the  advancement  of  the  edifice;  the  carnal 
mind  of  the  whole  wicked  world  is  opposed  to 
the  undertaking;  the  devil  and  all  his  angels 
are  laboring  to  destroy  the  work;  difficulties 
like  mountains  are  in  the  way;  and  still  God 
says,  Build  up  my  house.  And  there  are  wise 
master-builders,  and  other  laborers  who  have 
laid  the  foundation,  and  placed  thereon  some 
lively  stones,  and  have  polished  some  beautiful 
sapphires;  and  they  are  laboring  and  toiling  to 
see  the  building  arise ; and  they  need  encourage- 
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ment.  And  now  the  symbol  of  animation  comes 
in  the  vision  of  the  prophet  Zechariah,  saying, 
Builders  of  the  spiritual  temple,  you  have  seen 
the  golden  candlestick  so  situated  between  the 
olive  trees  that  of  necessitv  it  must  always 
shine;  and  your  encouragement  is,  “Not  by 
might  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  saitli 
the  Lord.”  Take  these  with  you  in  your  work, 
and  you  will  see  the  church  arise  one  stone 
upon  another,  and  in  your  rejoicings  you  will 
say,  “grace,  grace  unto  it.”  And  now,  in  the 
Providence  of  Cfod,  another  young  builder  ad- 
dresses himself  to  the  work  — the  line  and  the 
plummet  are  in  his  hands  — the  unfinished 
building  is  before  his  eyes  — the  materials  un- 
prepared are  lying  all  around  — hosts  of  enemies, 
subtle  and  powerful,  are  visible.  The  voice  of 
the  command,  go  forward,  is  heard  and  felt. 
Where  is  thy  resource  young  builder?  God 
teacheth  thee  by  the  symbol  of  the  prophet,  and 
the  message  of  the  prophet,  “Not  by  might  nor 
by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  saitli  the  Lord.” 
Take  these  with  thee  in  thy  work,  and  thou 
shalt  be  enabled  to  say,  “Who  art  thou,  O great 
mountain?  Before  Zerubbabel  thou  shalt  be- 
come a plain.” 

Brethren,  the  golden  candlestick  is  placed  in 
Jerusalem  now;  qualified  ministers  and  Christ- 
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ians  are  shining  in  the  world;  the  kingly  and 
priestly  offices  of  the  Redeemer  furnish  a con- 
tinual fullness  of  grace,  to  be  communicated  to 
the  members  of  the  church  through  divinely 
appointed  methods;  and  thus  situated,  the  Re- 
deemer’s kingdom  shall  advance,  not  by  human 
power  and  authority,  not  by  carnal  wisdom  and 
policy,  but  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord — the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  regenerating  and  qualifying  a people 
for  the  work  — the  Spi  rit  of  the  Lord  encouraging 
and  strengthening  laborers  to  perseverance  and 
industry  in  their  calling  — the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  leading  the  members  of  the  church  to  do 
all  in  dependence  on  divine  aid,  and  expect  all 
from  the  divine  blessing.  In  this  way  the  ser- 
vants of  God  will  see  the  church  advance,  and 
the  grace  of  God  will  receive  all  the  glory. 

Permit  me,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  ad- 
dress the  leaders  in  the  work;  and  as  the  pro- 
phet brought  the  symbol  of  encouragement,  and 
the  word  of  encouragement,  to  Zerubbabel  the 
governor,  and  Joshua  the  high-priest,  and 
through  them  to  the  children  of  Israel;  so  I 
would  bring  the  same  to  those  here  in  authority, 
to  excite  you  in  your  labors  to  erect  the  different 
parts  of  the  spiritual  temple. 

I.  Sinners  are  to  be  regenerated.  In  relation  to 
this  subject  the  Bible  teaches,  that  the  Spirit  is 
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the  agent  of  regeneration,  the  ministry  of  the 
gospel  the  principal  instrumentality,  and  the 
word  of  God  the  means.  The  following  scrip- 
tures establish  these  points.  Verily,  verily  I say 
unto  thee,  except  a man  be  born  of  water  and 
of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom 
of  God.  That  which  is  bom  of  the  Spirit  is 
spirit.  For  though  ye  have  ten  thousand  in- 
structors in  Christ,  yet  have  ye  not  many  fathers; 
for  in  Christ  Jesus  have  I begotten  you  through 
the  gospel.  Of  his  own  will  begat  he  us,  with 
the  word  of  truth,  that  we  should  be  a kind  of 
first  fruits  of  his  creatures. 

In  order  to  the  advancement  of  the  church, 
sinners  must  be  regenerated;  there  is  no  other 
way  of  placing  living  stones  upon  a living  founda- 
tion. The  spiritual  workman  must  address  him- 
self to  this  great  part  of  his  calling  with  all  his 
powers;  he  must  put  forth  direct  and  specific 
efforts  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  end ; and 
he  must  labor  with  faith  and  hope,  unto  the 
actual  conversion  of  souls.  The  subject  of  his 
ministry  is  a sinner.  The  eyes  of  his  under- 
standing are  closed,  his  heart  is  hard  and  alien- 
ated from  tha  love  of  God,  his  will  is  obstinate, 
his  conscience  is  defiled,  his  passions  are  sensual, 
he  is  in  a state  of  total  depravity.  In  addition, 
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he  is  ruled  by  the  unclean  spirit  of  disobe- 
dience, and  is  under  the  wrath  and  curse  of 
God.  And  can  this  person  live  ? The  command 
of  the  Lord  is:  Prophesy  unto  the  dry  bones  in 
the  valley  of  vision,  and  say  unto  them,  O ye 
dry  bones,  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord.  The  re- 
generation of  the  spiritually  dead  is  now  the 
work  to  be  accomplished.  You  are  the  instru- 
ment of  the  result,  and  yet  no  human  efficiency 
can  reach  the  end.  In  view  of  the  sinner’s  sal- 
vation, behold  now  the  prophet’s  symbol  of  en- 
couragement, and  word  of  instruction:  “Not 
by  might  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  saith 
the  Lord;”  and  God’s  word  charges  you  to  see 
and  hear,  not  to  relax  effort,  but  to  work  by  the 
Spirit,  and  through  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down 
from  above.  Is  the  sinner’s  soul  regenerated 
through  your  instrumentality:  then  the  Spirit 
of  God  has  rendered  your  soul  spiritual  to  labor. 
He  has  created  in  your  heart  a longing  desire 
to  have  Christ  formed  in  him  the  hope  of  glory. 
He  has  influenced  you  to  commend  the  truth 
to  his  conscience,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord ; and 
he  has  taught  you  to  depend  on  the  Spirit,  and 
wait  for  the  Spirit,  with  tears  and  supplication, 
and  while  thus  engaged  the  Holy  Ghost  puts 
forth  his  own  almighty  power  to  the  production 
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of  a work,  which  could  never  be  accomplished 
by  human  ability.  Brethren,  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  conversions  are  effected  by  the  Spirit, 
when  the  Holy  Ghost  renders  the  ministers  of 
the  gospel  spiritual  in  their  own  souls,  their 
prayers,  and  their  labors.  Go  forth  then  to  the 
regeneration  of  sinners  in  the  encouragement 
of  the  symbol,  and  the  power  of  the  Spirit. 

II.  Believers  are  to  be  sanctified.  The  lively 
stones  of  the  temple  are  to  be  polished ; the  sil- 
ver and  the  gold  are  to  be  refined ; the  diamond, 
the  sapphire,  and  the  emerald  are  to  be  made 
more  and  more  brilliant:  all  the  jewels  of  the 
sanctuary  are  to  receive  a still  higher  and  a yet 
more  beautiful  finish.  Or  to  speak  without  a 
figure,  the  saints  are  to  be  perfected  in  holiness. 
Regeneration  is  to  be  carried  forward  by  suc- 
cessive degrees  of  development  unto  perfect 
sanctification.  In  the  accomplishment  of  this 
work  the  Holy  Ghost  is  the  sanctifier,  the  minis- 
try of  the  gospel  the  principal  instrumentality, 
and  the  word  of  God  the  means.  The  following- 
scriptures  confirm  these  statements.  But  we 
all,  with  open  face,  beholding  as  in  a glass  the 
glory  of  the  Lord,  are  changed  into  the  same 
image  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord.  Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth; 
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thy  word  is  truth.  And  he  gave  some  apostles, 
and  some  prophets,  and  some  evangelists,  and 
some  pastors  and  teachers;  for  the  perfecting  of 
the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the 
edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ : till  we  all  come 
in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  Son  of  G od,  unto  a perfect  man,  unto  the 
measure  of  the  stature  of  the  tidiness  of  Christ. 
The  active,  energetic  minister  must  labor  to> 
increase  the  sanctification  of  the  soul.  He  must 
work  to  render  the  believer  more  holy  and 
heavenly.  He  must  employ  all  his  powers  in 
the  exercise  of  the  ministry  with  the  specific 
object  of  presenting  the  saint  unto  God  perfect 
in  Christ  Jesus.  The  subject  now  before  him  is 
a new-born  soul.  Every  spiritual  faculty  and 
affection  is  in  its  infancy;  knowledge,  faith, 
hope,  goodness,  and  every  principle  of  right- 
eousness and  love  are  to  be  developed,  matured, 
and  rendered  more  spiritual.  The  old  man, 
with  all  his  affections  and  lusts,  is  to  be  put  off, 
mortiiied,  crucified.  And  this  transformation 
from  glory  to  glory,  is  to  be  effected  in  opposi- 
tion to  indwelling  sin,  the  temptations  and  al- 
lurements of  the  world,  the  wiles  and  fiery  darts 

of  the  devil.  It  is  to  be  accomplished  in  oppo- 

0 

sition  to  weakness  of  faith,  coldness  of  love, 
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worldliness  of  feeling,  formality  of  worship,  falls, 
backslidings,  and  apparent  death.  In  opposition 
to  all  and  every  kind  of  hindrance,  the  work  of 
spiritual  renovation  is  to  advance,  and  the  believ- 
er is  to  grow  up  to  the  measure  of  the  stature  of 
the  fullness  of  Christ.  And  this  change  is  to  be 
produced  mainly  through  the  instrumentality  of 
the  ministry.  Builder  of  the  temple,  this  is  your 
work.  And  where  is  thy  resource  ? Behold  now 
the  prophet’s  symbol  ofencouragement,  and  word 
of  instruction,  “ Not  by  might  nor  by  power, 
but  by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord.”  Gaze  on  those 
burning  lamps  nourished  perpetually  with  oil 
from  the  everliving,  everlasting  olive  trees.  Con- 
template the  church,  illuminated  and  strength- 
ened by  connection  with  the  fountain  of  grace; 
that  fountain  constantly  replenished  and  full  by 
its  union  to  the  everlasting  priesthood  and  power 
of  the  Bedeemer.  Behold  until  thy  soul  shall 
be  strong  in  the  truth;  “Not  by  might  nor 
by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord.” 
Brethren,  God  advances  his  church  in  all  the 
various  parts  of  her  sanctification,  as  the  minis- 
ters of  the  gospel  become  spiritual,  commence 
and  carry  forward  every  good  work  in  the  Spirit, 
in  dependence  on  the  Spirit,  and  with  the  Holy 
Ghost  sent  down  upon  their  own  souls,  prayers 
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and  labors.  Then  the  Divine  Agent  sanctifies 
and  beautifies  his  church  with  holiness;  and 
seals  her  members  abundantly  unto  the  day  of 
complete  redemption. 

III.  Mou  i tiers  are  to  be  comforted.  God  is  the 
God  of  all  comfort;  and  he  has  made  provision 
lor  the  consolation  of  Zion.  In  this  work  again 
the  Spirit  is  the  comforter,  the  ministers  of  the 
gospel  the  principal  instrumentality,  and  the 
word,  especially  the  word  of  promise,  the  means. 
The  following  scriptures  prove  these  statements. 
And  I will  pray  the  Father,  and  he  shall  give 
you  another  Comforter,  that  he  may  abide  with 
you  forever;  even  the  Spirit  of  truth.  But  the 
Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  the 
Father  will  send  in  my  name,  he  shall  teach 
you  all  things.  Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my  peo- 
ple, saith  your  God.  Speak  ye  comfortably 
unto  Jerusalem,  and  cry  unto  her,  that  her  war- 
fare is  accomplished,  that  her  iniquity  is  par- 
doned. This  is  my  comfort  in  mine  affliction; 
for  thy  word  hath  quickened  me,  thy  statutes 
have  been  my  songs  in  the  house  of  my  pil- 
grimage. It  is  a great  matter  to  be  a son  of 
consolation.  It  is  the  most  important  branch  of 
the  ministerial  calling.  This  world  is  a vale  of 
tears.  There  is  no  place  free  from  sorrow.  The 
mansions  of  the  rich,  and  the  cottages  of  the 
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poor,  are  alike  the  abodes  of  misery.  The  splen- 
did hall,  the  cultivated  field,  the  shady  grove, 
are  all,  in  their  turn,  places  of  sorrow.  The 
bridegroom  and  the  bride,  the  father  and  the 
mother,  the  lover  and  the  friend,  all  drink  the 
cup  of  affliction.  Nor  are  tears  confined  to  the 
world.  There  are  tears  in  the  church.  There 
are  mourners  in  Zion;  Rachel  is  weeping  over 
her  children,  and  refuses  to  be  comforted  be- 
cause they  are  not.  Jacob  is  grieving  over  his 
lost  son,  and  is  going  down  to  the  grave  in  sor- 
row because  of  the  unkindness  of  disobedient 
children.  David  is  lamenting  over  his  fallen 
child,  and  exclaiming,  O my  son  Absalom,  my 
son,  my  son  Absalom ! would  God  I had  died 
for  thee,  O Absalom,  my  son,  my  son.  Paul  is 
exclaiming  over  his  corrupt  heart,  O wretched 
man  that  I am,  who  shall  deliver  me  from  the 
body  of  this  death.  Job  is  wringing  his  hands 
in  anguish,  and  crying,  O that  I knew  where 
I might  find  him.  Jeremiah’s  heart  is  breaking 
with  sorrow,  while  he  cries,  O that  my  head 
were  waters,  and  mine  eyes  a fountain  of  tears, 
that  I might  weep  day  and  night  tor  the  slain 
of  my  people.  And  the  most  heart-rending  an- 
guish is  poured  forth  from  the  deserted  believer’s 
soul,  in  the  language,  For  these  things  I weep; 
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mine  eye,  mine  eye  runneth  down  with  water 
because  the  Comforter  that  should  relieve  my 
soul  is  tar  from  me.  There  are  mourners  in 
Zion;  mourners  over  sin,  over  the  plague  of 
the  heart,  over  the  hidings  of  the  Lord’s  coun- 
tenance, over  the  judgments  of  the  Almighty. 
There  are  mourners  at  the  altar,  and  at  the  tomb. 
The  aged  pilgrim  leaning  on  the  top  of  his  statf, 
groans,  being  in  bondage.  The  middle-aged 
and  the  young  drink  the  bitter  waters  of  afflic- 
tion; through  manifold  tribulations  all,  all  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  This  world  is  not 
the  rest  of  the  church;  there  remaineth  a rest 
for  the  people  of  God.  The  sources  of  trial  are 
many.  The  unbelief  of  the  heart,  the  myste- 
rious ways  of  Providence,  the  afflictions  of  the 
world,  the  temptations  of  the  adversary,  and  the 
direct  chastisements  of  the  Lord;  all,  separate 
and  combined,  press  heavily  upon  the  broken 
spirit.  There  are  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
administering  relief;  nervous  debility,  fear,  me- 
lancholy, evil  forebodings,  spiritual  darkness, 
together  with  a sense  of  sin,  a feeling  of  unpar- 
doned iniquity  and  an  apprehension  of  divine 
wrath,  close  the  mind  against  the  reception  of 
consolation.  In  view  of  all  these  sorrows,  God 
says  unto  his  servants,  “ Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye 
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my  people.”  It  is  the  minister’s  olfice  to  visit 
the  widow  and  the  fatherless  in  their  affliction; 
to  sit  down  in  the  chamber  of  sickness  and 
bereavements;  to  stand  by  the  mourner  at  the 
grave  of  departed  friends.  It  is  his  duty  to  ad- 
minister peace  to  the  troubled  conscience;  light 
to  the  perplexed  understanding ; courage  to  the 
desponding  heart;  and  joy  to  the  agonized 
bosom.  He  is  required  to  speak  words  in  season, 
and  present  the  great  and  precious  promises  of 
the  gospel  to  the  necessities  of  the  whole  church. 
Yea,  more;  he  is  to  be  the  instrument  of  comfort. 
Son  of  consolation,  where  is  thy  resource  ? Con- 
template the  golden  candlestick  receiving  oil 
from  the  everlasting  olive  trees,  and  know  that 
it  is  “ not  by  might  nor  by  power,  but  by  my 
Spirit,  saith  the  Lord.  The  great  Comtorter  must 
comfort  thy  soul,  must  qualify  thee  with  experi- 
mental knowledge,  must’ give  power  to  thy  look 
of  kindness,  thy  voice  of  sympathy,  thy  word  of 
instruction,  thy  prayer  of  faith.  And  while  thus 
engaged,  the  Spirit  will  remove  mountains  of 
sorrow,  and  mourners  will  say,  why  art  thou 
cast  down,  O,  my  soul;  hope  thou  in  God,  who 
is  the  health  of  thy  countenance,  and  my  God. 
Return  unto  thy  rest,  O my  soul,  tor  the  Lord 
hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee. 
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IV.  Believers  are  to  be  established.  The  estab- 
lishment of  the  church  in  doctrines,  principles 
of  righteousness  and  habits  of  holiness  is  effected 
by  the  agency  of  the  Spirit,  through  the  ministry 
of  reconciliation  principally,  and  by  the  word  of 
God.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  foundation,  the  rock  in 
whom  are  the  fixed  and  eternal  principles  of 
righteousness  and  truth,  the  sure  and  unalter- 
able doctrines  of  grace  and  salvation,  the  simple 
and  permanent  institutions  of  the  gospel.  On 
this  foundation  the  building  which  is  honorable 
and  acceptable  unto  the  Lord,  must  be  composed 
of  gold,  silver,  and  precious  stones.  The  saints 
must  know  and  possess  the  truths  of  the  gospel, 
and  the  ordinances  of  divine  worship.  In  the 
leading  and  essential  articles  of  faith,  the  saints 
must  be  rooted  and  grounded,  steadfast  and  im- 
movable. They  should  be  so  instructed  and 
confirmed,  as  to  be  always  able  to  give  a reason 
tor  the  hope  that  is  in  them,  with  meekness  and 
fear.  The  holv  trinity,  the  federal  state  of  Adam 
in  innocency,  the  guilt  and  depravity  of  the 
world  through  his  fall,  the  condemnation  and 
helplessness  of  the  whole  human  race,  the  in- 
carnation, obedience,  and  sacrifice  of  the  Son  of 
God,  the  second  Adam,  the  federal  head  and 
substitute  of  the  elect,  the  offers  and  invitations 
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of  the  gospel  to  all  men,  the  office  of  the  Spirit 
to  regenerate,  sanctify,  comfort,  and  glorify  the 
people  of  God,  the  doctrines  of  justification 
through  the  righteousness  of  Christ  imputed  and 
received  by  faith,  of  adoption,  sanctification, 
perseverance,  resurrection,  judgment,  heaven, 
and  hell;  these  truths  must  abide  in  the  church. 
There  are  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  church  in  the  doctrines  of  grace, 
and  the  principles  of  righteousness.  Error  in 
every  form  walks  abroad.  Infidelity,  Fniver- 
salism,  Fourierism,  Mormonism,  Popery,  and 
every  false  religion  and  ultra  scheme  surround 
the  church,  and  beset  her  members.  The  spirit 
of  the  age  is  also  at  war  with  the  ancient  land 
marks  of  religion.  The  sciences  have  come  for- 
ward to  dispose  the  facts  and  truths  of  the  Bible. 
Geology  from  her  place  in  the  rocks,  chemistry 
from  her  seat  amid  organized  matter,  and  as- 
tronomy from  her  throne  among  the  stars,  have 
all  spoken  against  the  statements  of  the  word 
of  God,  and  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel  of  the 
Savior.  Many  also  in  the  church  are  given 
to  speculations  and  the  introduction  of  new 
inventions;  all  earth  and  hell  have  combined 
to  remove  Zion  from  her  rock,  and  unsettle 
the  faith  of  her  members  in  the  peculiar  doc- 


trines  of  the  cross.  In  the  midst  of  all  these 
obstacles,  believers  are  to  know  the  truth,  and 
remain  steadfast  in  the  gospel;  they  are  to  hold 
fast  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,  and 
transmit  the  Christian  system  from  generation 
to  generation.  The  gospel  ministry  is  the  great 
instrument  to  accomplish  this  end.  And  in 
view  of  the  work,  the  men  of  God  may  exclaim, 
“ Who  is  sufficient  tor  these  things?”  Behold 
again  the  golden  candlestick,  with  its  burning 
lamps  and  nourishing  oil,  and  ever-replenishing 
olive  trees;  and  be  strong  in  the  word,  “ Not  by 
might  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  saith  the 
Lord.”  Brethren,  the  church  will  be  established 
in  the  doctrines  and  principles,  and  order  of  the 
gospel,  when  her  ministers  are  enlightened  by 
the  Holy  Ghost;  and  in  a spiritual  manner 
convey  instruction  and  rely  upon  the  various 
influences  of  this  almighty  agent  for  success. 

V.  The  church  is  to  he  revived.  The  history  of 
the  church  is  the  history  of  revivals  and  declen- 
sions in  religion.  The  Christian  is  capable  of 
arriving  to  a great  degree  of  spiritual  attainment; 
and  he  is  liable  to  recede  and  fall  into  a lament- 
able state  of  coldness  and  inactivity.  A con- 
gregation at  one  time  may  be  in  a revival  state, 
and  strangers  may  walk  around  her  and  mark 
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her  towers  and  bulwarks,  and  behold  “ peace 
within  her  walls  and  prosperity  within  her  pa- 
laces;” and  at  another,  she  may  be  in  a fallen 
condition,  “ the  boar  out  of  the  wood  may  waste 
her,  and  the  wild  beast  of  the  field  may  devour 
her.”  The  same  heart-affecting  change  may 
come  over  the  churches  generally;  and  this  is, 
at  present,  the  prevailing  condition  of  the  indi- 
vidual Christian,  the  single  congregation,  and 
the  whole  church  of  the  Redeemer  in  our  land. 
But  the  church  is  to  be  revived.  The  Christian 
is  to  become  strong  in  the  Lord  and  the  power 
of  his  might;  the  congregation  is  to  “arise  and 
shine,  for  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon 
her;”  and  the  church  in  our  land  is  to  shake 
herself  from  the  dust,  and  put  on  her  beautiful 
garments,  that  she  may  be  for  a name,  and  a 
praise  unto  the  Lord.  Mount  Zion  is  yet  to 
appear,  “beautiful  as  Tirzah,  comely  as  Jerusa- 
lem, terrible  as  any  army  with  banners.”  The 
Christian  ministry  is  to  be  the  chief  instrument 
of  the  work.  The  prophets  under  the  old  tes- 
tament, and  the  apostles  under  the  new,  always 
stand  in  connection  with  revivals  of  religion; 
and  the  faithful  men  of  God  until  the  present 
time  have  ever  accomplished  an  important  part 
of  every  genuine,  spiritual  reformation.  Moun- 
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tains  stand  in  the  way  of  revivals,  but  they  shall 
become  plains  before  God’s  method  of  working. 
I see  the  minister  of  God  standing  before  a back- 
slidden Christian  or  congregation,  and  his  soul  is 
filled  with  deep  concern,  and  at  the  same  time 
with  great  discouragement;  there  is  a sense  of 
awful  responsibility  resting  upon  his  mind  in 
relation  to  sleepers  in  Zion.  And  I ask,  where, 
man  of  God,  is  thy  resource  to  revive  the  church  ? 
Behold  now  the  golden  candlestick,  the  symbol 
of  encouragement,  and  hearken  to  the  message 
of  animation,  “Not  by  might  nor  by  power,  but 
by  my  spirit,  saith  the  Lord.”  In  view  of  this 
you  may  exclaim,  “Awake,  O sleeper,  and  call 
upon  thy  God.”  And  now  the  Holy  Ghost 
quickens,  renews  and  revives  his  work.  Breth- 
ren, revivals  of  religion  are  produced,  not  by 
carnal  policy,  or  human  wisdom;  not  by  mere 
learning  or  eloquence;  not  by  new  measures  or 
human  ability ; but  by  the  Holy  Ghost  rendering 
the  ministers  of  the  word  spiritual  — inspiring 
them  with  a holy  ardor  in  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
and  enabling  them  to  preach,  and  pray,  and  la- 
bor, in  the  spirit,  and  with  expectation  of  success, 
from  his  almighty  power.  When  thus  clothed 
with  strength,  the  watchmen  upon  Zion’s  walls 
will  see  the  church  revived,  and  great  grace 
shall  be  upon  Israel. 
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VI.  The  church  is  to  be  extended  throughout  the 
world.  This  is  the  promise,  “ The  mountain  of 
the  Lord’s  house  shall  he  established  in  the  top 
of  tlie  mountains,  and  shall  be  exalted  above 
the  hills;  and  all  nations  shall  flow  unto  it.” 
“For  the  earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of 
the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea.”  “ He 
shall  have  dominion  also  from  sea  to  sea,  and 
from  the  river  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth.”  “I 
will  give  Him  the  heathen  for  his  inheritance 
and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  pos- 
session.” 

The  word  of  God  gives  the  clearest  assurance, 
that  the  gospel  shall  be  preached  throughout 
the  world  — that  the  doctrines  and  institutions 
of  Christianity  shall  obtain  among  all  nations 
of'  the  earth — that  all  mankind  shall  learn 
righteousness,  and  abundance  of  holiness  and 
peace  shall  cover  the  whole  globe.  There  are 
mountains  in  the  way  of  the  spread  of  the  gospel. 
Infidelity,  savage  barbarity,  superstition,  popery, 
Mahometanism,  Judaism,  heathenism,  all,  all 
arise  like  mountains.  But  these  mountains  are 
to  become  plains,  and  a highway  of  holiness  is 
to  be  opened  among  all  nations.  “ The  harvest 
is  plenteous,  but  the  laborers  are  few.  Pray  ye 
therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  he  will 


send  forth  laborers  into  his  harvest.”  Tire  minis- 
try of  reconciliation  is  the  great,  though  humble 
instrumentality  for  the  propagation  of  the  gospel 
throughout  the  world.  “And  I saw  another 
angel  fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven,  having  the 
everlasting  gospel  to  preach  unto  them  that 
dwell  on  the  earth,  and  to  every  nation,  and 
kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people.”  And  when 
the  ministers  of  the  word  stand  up  before  the 
oppositions  to  the  universal  progress  of  Christ- 
ianity, they  may  well  exclaim,  “Who  is  suffi- 
cient for  these  things?”  And  it  becomes  them 
to  contemplate  the  golden  candlestick  standing 
between  the  olive  trees.  It  becomes  them  to 
behold  the  church  with  her  lamps  burning  and 
inextinguishable;  fed  with  inexhaustible  grace 
from  the  everlasting  sacrifice  and  intercession 
of  the  High-Priest,  and  from  the  infinite  au- 
thority and  universal  dominion  of  the  King  of 
Zion.  It  becometh  them  to  hear  the  word  of 
promise,  “ Not  by  might  nor  by  power,  but  by 
my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord.”  “ Lo,  I am  with  you 
alwavs,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.” 

Brethren,  to  spread  the  Bible  throughout  the 
world,  to  carry  on  missionary  operations  at 
home  and  abroad,  to  introduce  and  establish  the 
doctrines  and  institutions  of  the  gospel  among 
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all  people,  to  humble  all  mankind  in  sweet 
obedience  to  the  Prince  of  Peace;  in  one  word, 
to  evangelize  the  nations  does  not  require  human 
authority  and  legislation,  carnal  policy  and 
invention,  nor  mere  learning  and  powers  of 
oratory.  It  does  not  require  military  strength 
and  the  arm  of  the  civil  magistrate.  But  it  does 
require  good  men,  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
power;  men  of  faith  and  prayer;  men  of  love 
and  compassion;  men  clothed  with  celestial 
panoply:  who  begin,  carry  forward,  and  com- 
plete good  undertakings  by  the  impulses  of  the 
Spirit  in  their  souls;  who  put  forth  the  exercises 
of  faith  in  the  agency  of  the  Spirit,  and  crown 
all  their  labors  with  entire  reliance  on  almighty 
power.  Before  such  men  mountains  become 
plains,  the  church  spreads  throughout  the  world, 
and  glory  redounds  to  the  grace  of  God.  In 
this  way,  and  by  such  men,  the  second  temple 
was  erected.  The  Spirit  of  God  inspired  the 
prophets,  animated  the  priests  and  rulers,  quick- 
ened and  encouraged  the  people ; and  when  all 
were  made  spiritual  and  depended  on  God,  they 
laid  the  foundation  with  joy,  raised  the  super- 
structure with  hope,  and  completed  the  edifice 
with  praise ; and  their  song  was,  Grace,  grace 
unto  it. 
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In  this  way,  and  by  such  men,  Christianity 
was  established  and  propagated  throughout  the 
known  world,  in  the  first  and  second  centuries. 
The  risen  and  ascended  Redeemer  had  given 
the  apostles  their  commission,  had  promised  to 
bestow  upon  them  his  Spirit,  and  had  assured 
them  that  they  should  receive  power  after  the 
Holy  Ghost  was  poured  out,  and  that  they 
“ should  be  witnesses  unto  the  Son  of  God,  both 
in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria, 
and  unto  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth.”  And 
when  they  were  endued  with  power  from  on 
high,  they  went  every  where  preaching  the 
word,  the  Lord  working  with  them:  and  while 
they  proclaimed  the  doctrines  of  the  cross 
with  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from  above, 
Christianity  made  her  way  through  the  world. 
“Against  the  superstition  of  the  multitude  — 
against  the  interest,  influence  and  craft  of  their 
priesthood  — against  the  ridicule  of  wits,  the 
reasoning  of  sages,  the  policy  of  cabinets,  and 
the  prowess  of  armies  — against  the  axe,  the 
cross,  and  the  stake,  she  extended  her  conquests 
from  Jordan  to  the  Thames.  She  gathered  her 
laurels  alike  upon  the  snows  of  Scythia,  the 
green  fields  of  Europe,  and  the  sands  of  Africa. 
The  altars  of  impiety  crumbled  before  her 


31 


march — the  glimmer  of  the  schools  disappeared 
in  her  light — Power  felt  his  arm  wither  at  her 
glance ; and  in  a short  time,  she  who  went,  for- 
lorn and  insulted,  from  the  hill  of  Calvary  to  the 
tomb  of  Joseph,  ascended  the  imperial  throne, 
and  waved  her  banner  over  the  palace  of  the 
Ccesars.” 

In  this  way,  and  by  such  men,  the  Reforma- 
tion from  popery  was  accomplished.  When 
God  would  bring  forth  the  doctrines  of  the  cross 
from  the  darkness  and  superstition  of  Roman- 
ism, he  raised  up  men  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
strong  in  faith  and  the  power  of  the  Lord,  who 
made  full  proof  of  their  ministry  in  entire  de- 
pendence upon  the  agency  of  the  Spirit,  and 
their  labors  were  crowned  in  the  establishment 
of  Protestantism  in  the  most  important  nations 
of  the  earth. 

In  this  way,  and  by  such  men,  the  missionary 
enterprise  has  been  commenced  and  prosecuted. 
Whatever  has  been  gained  in  the  translation  of 
the  Bible  into  so  many  languages,  and  its  circu- 
lation among  so  many  nations:  whatever  has 
been  accomplished  in  the  establishment  of  so 
many  missionary  stations,  the  formation  of  so 
many  religious  institutions,  and  the  planting  of 
so  many  Christian  churches  in  heathen  lands: 
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whatever  has  been  achieved  by  the  preaching  of 
the  cross  in  onr  native  forests,  on  the  islands  of 
the  sea,  in  Asia  and  Africa,  has  been  done  by 
men  deeply  imbued  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  the 
Lord  working  with  them. 

In  this  way,  and  by  such  men,  the  church 
will  be  extended  throughout  the  world.  “Go 
ye  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature;  I 
am  with  you  always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world.”  And  in  its  season,  “there  will  be  great 
voices  in  heaven,  saying,  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world  are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and 
of  his  Christ;  and  he  shall  reign  forever  and 
ever.”  Brethren,  the  golden  candlestick  still 
stands  between  the  two  olive  trees — the  golden 
bowl  is  still  full  — the  appointed  methods  of 
conveyance  are  still  in  existence  — the  lamps 
are  still  burning  — and  the  word  of  promise  is 
still  abiding  — “Not  by  might  nor  by  power,  but 
by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord.”  With  these  the 
spiritual  temple  shall  be  erected : and  the  saints 
on  earth  and  the  redeemed  in  heaven,  in  con- 
nection with  the  angels  in  glory,  shall  lift  up 
their  voices  in  grateful  adoring  songs,  “crying 
grace , grace  unto  it” 

This  day  another  builder  is  to  be  set  apart  and 
consecrated  to  his  work.  You  will  remember, 
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young  builder,  on  this  occasion,  that  you  are 
ordained  not  only  to  an  office  — although  the 
office  is  the  most  honorable  in  the  world  — but 
you  are  set  apart  to  a work,  and  a work  the  most 
noble  and  useful  this  side  the  heavenly  state. 
When  the  Master  Builder  ascended  to  the  upper 
sanctuary,  and  gave  gifts  unto  men,  “ he  gave 
some  apostles,  and  some  prophets,  and  some 
evangelists,  and  some  pastors  and  teachers ; for 
the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the 
ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ.” 
When  the  great  apostle  of  the  gentiles  spake  of 
the  ministerial  office,  he  said,  “ he  that  desireth 
the  office  of  a bishop,  desireth  a good  work.” 
The  ministerial  office  is  an  employment ; a labo- 
rious, constant,  self-denying  calling.  The  work 
to  be  performed  is  a spiritual  work.  You  are  to 
build  the  temple  of  the  Lord ; you  are  to  place 
lively  stones  upon  the  living  foundation;  you 
are  to  refine  the  gold  and  the  silver,  and  polish 
the  gems  and  sapphires  in  the  building;  you  are 
to  fix  and  settle  immovably  every  stone  in  its 
place;  you  are  to  enlarge  and  adorn  the  edifice; 
and  you  are  to  engrave  upon  every  part  of  the 
superstructure,  “ Holiness  unto  the  Lord,”  that 
the  house  may  become  a habitation  of  God 
through  the  Spirit : or,  in  other  language,  you 
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are  to  regenerate  sinners,  sanctify  believers, 
comfort  mourners,  establish  the  doubting,  revive 
backsliders,  and  propagate  Christianity  in  the 
world.  You  are  to  be  the  instrument  of  each 
and  all  these  works:  and  every  branch  of  your 
calling  will  furnish  you  with  crowns  of  your  re- 
joicing in  that  day  when  the  Lord  will  make  up 
his  jewels.  You  approach  these  several  depart- 
ments of  labor ; you  contemplate  the  work  to 
be  performed;  and  you  behold  difficulties  sur- 
rounding them  all,  and  difficulties  that  can  not 
be  overcome  by  human  power;  and  yet  your 
instrumentality  is  connected  with  them  all.  O, 
fearful  responsibility!  O,  joyful  employment! 
To  succeed  here,  you  must  be  a man  of  God; 
you  must  be  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  you  must 
live  in  the  Spirit,  walk  in  the  Spirit,  and  labor 
in  the  Spirit.  To  succeed  here  you  must  be  a 
man  of  faith,  of  compassion,  of  prayer.  You 
must  begin,  carry  forward,  and  complete  every 
good  undertaking  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and 
in  the  strength  of  the  God  of  Israel.  And  while 
thus  engaged,  the  divine  agent  will  execute 
works  which  no  human  instrumentality  can 
reach.  While  thus  engaged,  you  shall  see  the 
church  revived,  and  peace  upon  Israel.  While 
thus  engaged,  “ He  shall  come  forth  whose 
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name  is  the  Branch.  He  shall  build  the  temple 
of  the  Lord,  and  he  shall  bear  the  glory.”  To- 
day you  are  to  he  ordained  to  this  great  office, 
to  this  great  work.  To-day,  in  the  midst  of  the 
Lord’s  house,  in  the  midst  of  Jerusalem,  you 
may  he  considered  as  approaching  these  various 
departments  of  labor.  And  now,  when  they  all 
appear  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  you  begin 
to  realize  your  entire  weakness;  even  now, 
when  the  hands  of  the  Presbytery  are  resting 
upon  your  head,  and  you  are  in  the  act  of  con- 
secration to  the  office  and  the  work,  look  up  to 
the  prophet’s  symbol  of  encouragement.  Behold 
the  golden  candlestick  standing  and  burning 
between  the  two  olive  trees,  and  listen  to  the 
word  of  promise,  “ Not  by  might  nor  by  power, 
but  by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord.” 


